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District Councillors’ Report to Milton Parish Council – February 2021 

 
Anglian Water’s choice of site for the new Sewage Works 
The announcement is to be made on Thursday 28th January, and parish councillors have been invited 
to a preview on Wednesday 27th evening. 
 
East West Rail / CamBedRailRoad 
The East West Rail route is now definitely planned to take their original ‘northern’ route, close to 
Cambourne rather than Bassingbourn, with development coming in its wake. They also expect it to 
swing south from there in order to access Cambridge South Station. The pressure group 
CamBedRailRoad is still pushing for a northern route into Cambridge passing between Landbeach 
and Milton, and joining the King’s Lynn line north of Milton. They have put forward their arguments 
to support this, and we are strongly arguing the opposite point of view. 
 
Transport to the Vaccination Centre  
Vaccinations are now being booked at Milton Community Centre. This centre covers 8 GP surgeries, 
so most of those attending are coming by car. The car park is being marshalled and this seems to be 
working well. 
People who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (so it is even more important that they don’t get in a 
car with anyone outside their household) and need transport are able to get a free ride to Milton 
Community Centre if their GP requests it from Panther Taxis. There is also the possibility of using 
Cambridge Dial-a-Ride. 
 
2021 Lockdown 
Although it is really tough having yet another national lockdown it is undoubtedly the right thing to 
do, in order to reduce the ever increasing burden on the NHS and to save lives. At the start of the 
month we were seeing over 50% increase weekly in cases in South Cambs and unprecedented 
pressure on our hospitals. Most of the outbreaks locally appear to originate from workplaces but 
then they very quickly transfer into family households and into schools. The County Council is 
working with the NHS to identify high risk workplaces and to roll out Lateral Testing in them to pick 
up the 20-30% of people who are infected and not showing symptoms.  
 
We cannot emphasise strongly enough how vital it is that if you have either had a positive test or 
been in contact with someone who has - you must completely isolate yourself and your household 
for the required time.  This is the only way that transmission to vulnerable people who are most 
likely to die can be stopped. The vaccine is going to take time to roll out and people will die while 
they wait for it if we do not all do everything we can to protect them. Although the new variant is 
50-70% more transmissible, the rules to control it are exactly the same - Hands, Face, Space.  The 
end is in sight but we can get there more quickly if we all play our part. 
 
We are expecting further funding from Central Government to help support local businesses that 
have had to cease trading or which have seen significant reductions in their income. Please keep a 
close eye on the South Cambs website, sign up for our newsletter here Coronavirus information for 
businesses - South Cambs District Council (scambs.gov.uk) or contact either the council or your 
councillors if you need help. There is a new table on the business pages to explain which grants are 
available and for whom.  Applications are now open for the latest Government grants covering the 
period of the Tier 4 restrictions from 24th December 2020 - 4th January 2021 and the current 
lockdown. For more details see http://bit.ly/3oc1S7U 
Those who have already applied covering  the November lockdown period have just received an 
automated SMS or email asking them to update their application and to check eligibility for the next 
round; all intended to assist with streamlining the ongoing process. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/
http://bit.ly/3oc1S7U
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Shops 
Milton and Waterbeach are so much more fortunate than many other villages because we have 
good high quality local shops.  For many of us life would have been so much more difficult without 
them.  It is undoubtedly safer to shop locally as well as ensuring that our shops survive to serve us 
once the pandemic is over. A big thank you to them all.  
 
Support given by the Council to Local Businesses  
1. Local Restrictions and Additional Restrictions Grants  

(LRSG Open, Closed/Addendum for Nov into December) 

● £1,164, 904 paid to over 900 businesses to date 

●  

2. Hardship Grants (our discretionary scheme based on ARG “Additional Restrictions Grant” pot 

funding. Payments range from £1-3k on average – currently primarily helping many of our micro 

business not easily supported via other schemes. 

● 122 apps received 
● 66 authorised for payment 
● 20 refused 
● 5 out of area 
● 18 waiting info 
● 13 waiting to be reviewed 

Payments authorised to date = £163,502.00 
 
3. Wet-led pubs (£1,000 one- off Dec payment) 

● 49 apps received 
● 28 authorised for payment 
● 3 waiting to be reviewed 
● 5 refused (not wet pubs) 
● 3 out of area 
● 10 waiting further info 

Total grants paid (incl. pending payment) to date since Nov - £1,356,406 

 

4. General Commentary 

● Applications are still coming in thick and fast for the Nov/December periods. We continue to 

do ongoing web updates and social media + press releases to keep businesses up to date 

with the latest. 

● As of noon 22/01/2021, we were live with Tier 4 and national grant applications/process for 

pay-outs. Those who are yet to apply for Nov/Dec grants must complete an application via 

the website. Those who have already applied for Nov/Dec grants have today received an 

automated SMS or email asking them to update their original application i.e. to reconfirm 

eligibility for latest wave of payments. Automated payment should then shortly ensue. A 

handful of operational teething problems still being ironed out but essentially, we are fairly 

early to the party in opening up Tier 4 payments vs. others. 

● The same, repeat automated process should then apply for the one-off national lockdown 

payment. A further SMS/email message will be sent to those already in the system about 

that -likely back end of next week (29/01) /early the following week – tbc. 

● New payment allocation for the latest round for SCambs £1,413,000 (ARG top up), 

£4,293,000 (one-off closed lockdown payment), £2,141,121 (Closed Addendum payment). 
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● Cash in the short term is essential to keeping businesses alive and viable.  Our latest policy 

clarifies that we will be issuing a top up payment to those in receipt or LRSG closed (similar 

to what we did during first lockdown) to ensure businesses have access to swift, meaningful 

funds. Early modelling suggests we will then have c. £1m remaining for ongoing hardship 

applications. 

● Our Business Support Team and NNDR Team are largely working as one team to process and 

get through the volume of payments and queries. We have had to draft in further support 

from other parts of the Council to help with volume of emails/calls/free up time for core 

teams to manage the processing and individual case follow ups etc. 

● Needless to say, businesses are still very anxious and exhausted from the stop/start modus 

operandi of the past 10 months. Many are facing that financial cliff edge – cash squeezed, 

HMRC bills to pay and/or quarterly or annual rents etc. 

 
What is the OxCam Arc? 
The OxCam Arc, also known as The Green Arc, is a geographical area stretching from Oxford to 
Cambridge taking in 5 counties, 10 universities and 4 Local Enterprise Partnerships.  3.8 million 
people live in the Arc participating with 2 million jobs and contributing £111bn to UK plc. 
Government sees it as a driver for economic growth which will benefit the national economy.  
 
Local authorities of all sizes need money to do things and the argument is that by working together 
through the Arc we stand a better chance of attracting significant amounts of investment into 
infrastructure, including green, water and energy infrastructure, economic growth as well as housing 
to address our huge problems of housing affordability.  
 
The imminent improvements to the A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet is an Arc project. Admittedly 
this work is 10 years overdue but anyone who has seen how dangerous and how congested it is will 
know that it’s really important. On a much larger scale, East West Rail is an Arc project – at least 
geographically. See above about EWR and CambsBedRailRoad’s proposal. 
 
So it is important that we all engage with the Arc because if not we could end up with things being 
done to us with little opportunity for influencing it. Cllr Bridget Smith (Leader of South Cambs District 
Council) leads the work on the Environment work stream and intends to make the greening of the 
Arc the most significant thing about it.  This will mean agreeing to a set of principles for protecting, 
restoring and enhancing the natural environment. Land returned to wildlife, streams and rivers 
flowing all year round, clean air and significant biodiversity net gain. We also need low carbon 
transport accessible for all, greatly reduced car use and ownership and zero carbon homes which are 
cheap to run.  The list is as endless as the ambition is great! 
 
If you want to know more, there is a growing library of publications including an Economic 
Prospectus and an Arc Joint Recovery Strategy. The Arc Universities Group has its own report and 
website, The RSPB has published The Green Arc and we will soon publish the Environment Principles. 
The Government is starting work shortly on developing a Spatial Framework for the Arc. This is a 
project that will last decades and it is up to us to make it positive for Cambridgeshire, for South 
Cambs and for every individual Parish and – most importantly – for YOU! 
 
Laptops for Children 
Do you know any family that might need help getting online – especially for home-schooling? South 
Cambridgeshire District Council is using part of a £30,000 grant allocated to the county to support 
local charities and community organisations, such as Cambridge Online. The long-established digital 
charity helps provide data packages and/or devices to children in families who currently have no 
internet access, enabling them to get online to learn and keep up-to-date with school work and to 
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socialise.  Milton CE Primary School have run a just giving campaign via the local Facebook page with 
the support of some “IT savvy” parents to collect donations of laptops, refurbish them and install the 
programmes needed for children to access their lessons from home.  Another fantastic example of 
the community coming together to assist quickly and efficiently.  
 
Digital exclusion creates additional problems for those already experiencing poverty, with nine 
million people in the UK struggling to use the internet independently. School closures during 
lockdowns and staggered returns to classrooms have meant that children in households without 
internet connectivity have been particularly impacted in their education by not being able to access 
online learning. 
In response to the pandemic, Cambridge Online has been providing free computer tablets and 
internet connections to isolated people across Cambridgeshire, giving them access to the outside 
world, such as when ordering food deliveries online or keeping in touch with family and friends.  
 
For more details see Cambridge Online, email help@cambridgeonline.org.uk or call the Cambridge 
Online helpline on 01223 300407, quoting ‘South Cambs Winter Support Grant’.  
 
The District Council is also supporting Cambridge Council for Voluntary Service (CCVS) with a £5,000 
grant and from 06/01/2021 parishes and community groups will be able to apply for sums of up to 
£500 for local projects which provide food, fuel and essential supplies.  
 
Planning at South Cambs 
South Cambs have welcomed the findings of an independent review of the District Council’s Planning 
Committee, which says members have “a clear understanding of their role” and “good accountability 
for their decisions”. The review by the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) was commissioned as part of 
continuing work to further strengthen the South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) Planning 
Service, which it shares with Cambridge City Council.  
  
The report praises the Council for reacting quickly to the Covid-19 pandemic and adopting new 
guidance, protocols and procedures to enable the Planning Committee to meet virtually. It praises 
the Committee’s accessibility, saying accessing it is “relatively easy both in its live form and via web 
casting”. It adds that the size of the South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Planning Committee 
appears to strike the right balance of skills and experience and that “the Council has maintained a 
good focus on public engagement, especially through maintaining the capacity for public and parish 
councils to speak at Committee.” 
 
In addition, the review also looked carefully at specific processes – including how Parish Councils can 
provide feedback and make a request for an application to be decided by Committee. This process is 
covered by the Council’s Scheme of Delegation. The Report says the current scheme, which was 
adopted last year, is “a much more transparent model”. As suggested by the report, this scheme will 
be reviewed this year. 
  
The PAS report endorses existing plans for the service to provide additional training and support to 
Parish Councils on planning matters to foster closer working relationship and further improve Parish 
Councils’ knowledge and understanding of the planning process. It is also supportive of the service’s 
recently refreshed member development programme as a key way of helping members and officers 
to explore together the wide ranging challenges facing South Cambridgeshire. A cross-party group 
has been set up including members from Planning and Scrutiny to investigate ways to develop the 
service.   
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EU Regional Development Fund supports ‘Shop Local’ - a South Cambs Directory 
A £140K grant from the EU Regional Development Fund has helped make possible a new South 
Cambs business directory aimed at encouraging and facilitating patronage of local businesses who 
are invited to register at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/local-business-directory 
 
 
Council Finance 
Despite Covid and other financial pressures facing every council, South Cambs District Council is 
in a good financial position going forward to 2023 and we will be working on plans to meet the 
need to find some £5million in savings over the course of the coming five years through 
efficiencies and new income streams which we have every confidence in achieving. 
 
The current Medium Term Financial Plan has taken a worst case scenario approach. It assumes no 
provision for the Government providing support for the loss of Business Rate income arising from 
Covid 19 and an expectation that the Fair Funding Review will now happen for the financial year 
2022/23 - and that review will result in the council losing a substantial amount in Business Rate 
income as a result of the redistribution of that income to councils with adult social care 
responsibilities. 
 
The loss of income has impacted on Commercial Waste and Planning and Government has 
promised to make good for most of these losses, but the money is slow in coming through. As to 
additional costs arising from Covid 19 - the Government has promised £1.9m to support us with 
so far £1.8m received. 
 
The Government emphasises in the Spending Review that spending power for local authorities 
(i.e. the total amount of money that a local authority has to spend) will increase by around 4.5% 
for 2021/2022 however the majority of this will be funded by Council Tax. This will worsen the 
situation in rural areas for rural residents. Already in 2020/2021 rural residents pay, on average, 
22.7% (£105) per head more in Council Tax than their urban counterparts due to receiving less 
government grant and rural residents fund 68% of their Local Government Spending Power 
through Council Tax compared with urban residents who fund theirs by 55%. So, rural residents 
pay more, receive fewer services and, on average, earn less than those in urban areas. That is  
inequitable – don’t you think? 
 
The new rules preventing councils from using public money to invest simply to generate revenue 
to support council services, will stop us from investing in any commercial buildings out of the area 
now. However our investments as a council (SCDC) to date, have generally had an element of 
regeneration or investing in the local economy, and these will be able to continue. 
 
GCS Planning Service Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) published  
This is a chunky document, SCDC is required by law to produce, to show how well our joint Local 
Plan (with Cambridge City Council) policies are delivering for the district. It covers the year 2019-20. 
 a. Housing: Required 1675 jointly, delivered 1567 dwellings of which South Cambs delivered 

1107 against 1152 target. City delivered 460 against a target of 523.  
 b. Affordable Housing: 37% of all houses built in South Cambs were affordable housing.  
 c. Renewable Energy: 2.4169 Megawatts of renewable energy infrastructure was installed 

jointly of which 2.4043 MW was in South Cambs.  
 
District Councillors Anna Bradnam, Judith Rippeth and Hazel Smith 
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